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amount of hard work, but it is characteristic of Ruther-
ford's entire achievement that this seemed to take its
place in the scheme of things, without the results losing
value in consequence. Even before the Silliman lectures
were delivered, a request came from California that
Rutherford should lecture at Berkeley at the summer
session of the University of California. But the course
of lectures at Yale had been put forward a week or two
so that he could leave early for a summer holiday in
New Zealand, and all invitations, including that from
Berkeley, had to be declined in consequence. Mrs.
Rutherford and their daughter Eileen, by this time a
child of three years, had already been away from Mon-
treal for seven months, taking advantage of the summer
in New Zealand, and Rutherford left to join them, as
soon as he was able to make the necessary arrangements,
on his return from New Haven.

When the Rutherfords returned to Montreal ir the
autumn of 1905, the budget of invitations, and reminders
of earlier invitations, had increased beyond all hope of
satisfaction. To the greater number of these the reply
had to be in the sense of that to Dr. S. C. Prescott,
secretary of the Society of Arts of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology at Boston:1

" I have been steadily hoping to see my way clear
through a press of work but the work has rather
accumulated than receded. ... I ... have not
any leisure to even consider outside lectures,"

but there were a few which received more favourable
consideration. The renewed invitation from the Uni-
versity of California was accepted, and others from the
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